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of EFPSA. Finally, you will 
be able to take a brief look 
at what is coming up in 
EFPSA and what should 
not be missed in the near 
future. We hope that 
you will enjoy this newslet-
ter. Feel free to contact us 
if you want to know more!  
 
Speaking on behalf of  
EFPSA,  
Dorota Wisniewska &  
Lisa Wagner  

Welcome to the first  
EFPSA Newsletter of this 
mandate. 
This edition will give you 
an overview of the  high-
lights that happened since 
the 24th  EFPSA Congress, 
which  successfully took 
place in the Netherlands 
despite the volcano erup-
tion in Iceland.  
First, we will tell you about 
EFPSAôs role in both, the 
world of other student 
organisations and profes-
sional psychology. In addi-

tion, read about our Jour-
nal of European Psychol-
ogy Students (JEPS) and 
how you can get involved.  
Furthermore, stretch out 
your arm for greeting as 
you will be introduced to 
our new Executive Board 
of around 40 students 
working to provide ser-
vices and events to psy-
chology students from all 
over Europe. You will also 
meet those organisations 
who have recently become 
a member or an observer 

by participants or a Dutch 
cultural evening. More-
over, participants had the 
chance to visit Amster-
dam. They explored the 
city with a local guide who 
explained Amsterdamôs 
history as well as the con-
temporary society.   
On the ñMeet the Dutchò- 
day the participants were 
opportune to get to know 
students from a variety of 
universities across the 
Netherlands. This pro-
vided those students con-
sidering studying abroad 
with insights into the 
Dutch academic education.  
The congress also served 
as the platform for two 
General Assemblies during 
which the new EFPSA Ex-

óFree your mindô was the 
theme of the 24th EFPSA 
Congress that was held in 
Baarlo, the Netherlands, in 
April 2010. This week-long 
event saw 250 psychology 
students from across 
Europe come together to 
enjoy a unique experience 
of cross-cultural scientific 
collaboration and cultural 
exchange.  
Despite the volcano erup-
tion in Iceland only a few 
days beforehand, many 
students still managed to 
attend the congress. They 
showed extraordinary and 
adventurous efforts to 
reach the venue regardless 
flights being cancelled 
Europe-wide. To exemplify, 
the Kosovar delegation 
earned a stormy applause 
for their record journey of 
56 hours.  
At the congress both pro-
fessors and students held 
numerous workshops and 
lectures on topics such as 
óstereotype changeô or ófree 
your brainô. This intensive 
atmosphere inspired the 
participants to engage in 
stimulating psychological 
discussions and debates.  
In the evenings there was 
an entertaining social pro-
gramme like a live concert 

ecutive Board was formed 
and new member and ob-
server organisations were 
accepted. For more details, 
turn to page two of this 
newsletter.  
The participants will re-
member this congress for 
its inspiring atmosphere 
that let them broaden their 
mind both scientifically 
and culturally.  
Even though many regret-
ted the congress to end, we 
can look at the glass to be 
half full as EFPSA is cele-
brating its jubilee soon: 
ñFollow your dreamð
make life happenò at the 
25th EFPSA Congress, May 
2011 in Poland. 

Inspiring debates at  the 24 th  EFPSA Congress  
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academic network .  
We greet our new member 
and observer organisations  
with open arms and look 
forward to working closely 
with each of them in a  

long-lasting and fruitful 
cooperation.      
  

EFPSA will work closely 
together with the observer 
organisations towards full 
membership in EFPSA.  
Before being accepted by 
the current Member 
Representatives, each 
delegation introduced 
themselves and explained 
the benefits of the 
collaboration for both, 
their organisation and 
EFPSA. Having these 
organisations on board is a 
significant step for EFPSA 
to reach more psychology 
s t ude nt s  a nd  w i l l 
s t r e n g t h e n  o u r 
international psychological 

The annual congress 
marks a new EFPSA 
mandate as the Executive 
Board (EB) is reformed 
there. The EB is the 
working body of EFPSA 
with the Board of 
Management and the 
teams that provide the 
EFPSA services and 
organise the EFPSA 
events. A growing number 
of students interested in 
EFPSA has led to an 
increase in size of this 
mandateôs EB. From a 
l a r g e  a m o u n t  o f 
applications, a total of 46 

geared towards having a 
unified psychology di-
ploma that would allow 
psychologists to work 
across the continent with-
out problems of differ-
ences in knowledge and 
need of approving a  
degree. Furthermore, we 
received an update on the 
next European Congress of 
Psychology which is taking 
place in Istanbul in 2011.  
Attending the EFPA Presi-
dentôs Council is important 

The European Federation 
of Psychologistsô Associa-
tions (EFPA) invited us to 
attend their Presidentsô 
Council in Brussels. At the 
Presidentsô Council, the 
p r e s i d e n t s  o f  a l l 
professional psychology 
organisations from EFPA 
member countries   come 
together to discuss impor-
tant psychology-related 
topics. We learned about 
the progress in the Euro-
Psy project, which is 

for EFPSA to represent the 
needs of psychology stu-
dents in the professional 
world of psychology. 
Thank you Robert Roe and 
others in EFPA for the 
invitation and hospitality!  
For more details on 
EFPAôs activities visit their 
website ï www.efpa.eu. 

the new Executive Board 

EFPSA at the EFPA Presidentôs Council 

the new member and observer organisations  

ñAttending the 
EFPA Presidentôs 

Council is 
important for 

EFPSA to 
represent the 

needs of 
psychology 
students.ò 

The Member Representatives at the General Assembly 

students from 26 countries 
were elected to form the 
new EB. 
After examining the 
written applications and 
listening to the speeches 
held by the various 
candidates,  the Member 
Representatives elected 
Dorota Wiesniewska from 
Poland as the new 
president  and Lisa 
Wagner from Germany as 
the vice-president. 
As a novelty, the EB 
features two more teams 
th is  mandate .  The 
marketing office will 

coordinate promotion, 
improve the  online 
presentation of EFPSA 
and assist in marketing 
issues. The other team 
will take on the challenge 
of organising the EFPSA 
Day, a new concept to 
introduce EFPSA to 
students across Europe. 
The largest EB in EFPSA 
history provides the 
capacity to  approach 
larger projects and 
significantly improve the 
services and events 
EFPSA offers. 

Let us express our warm 
welcome to organisations 
that have recently joined 
EFPSA. After an exciting 
General Assembly at the 
24th EFPSA Congress, the 
p s y c h o l o g y  s t u d e n t 
o r g a n i s a t i o n  f r o m 
Azerbaijan was accepted as 
a new member of EFPSA, 
followed by the Belgium 
organisation that was 
confirmed as a member on 
a local level.  
Furthermore, the Italian, 
I r ish,  Kosovar  and 
Slovakian psychology 
student organisations are 
now observers in EFPSA.  

ñThe largest EB 
in EFPSA 

history provides 
the capacity to  

approach larger 
projects.ò 
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on publishing and 
scientific writing.  

 
been on creating detailed 
gu idel ines for  ou r 
reviewers. A standardised 
review procedure will 
guarantee good feedback 
for the authors, but also 
similar expectations across 
reviewers for the quality of 
the manuscript.  
Additionally, we have set 
the standards our future 
Associated Editors have to 
conform before joining the 
board.  
At the same time, the 
review process for the 
second issue has reached 
its final stage and we are 

The Journal of European 
Psychology  Students 
(JEPS) is an online journal 
which publishes the work of 
psychology students. In 
other words, JEPS offers 
psychology students a 
chance to improve their 
scientific writing as well as 
l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t 
publishing.  
However, JEPS is not only 
about giving feedback: we 
want to publish the best 
articles exclusively. The 
JEPS team has been 
working on joining those 
goals. Our recent focus has 

Journal of European Psychology Students  

the Board of Management meeting in Switzerland  

A publication of the Journal of 
European Psychology Students 

looking forward to having 
our new issue online in 
September. Furthermore, 
the call for papers for the 
third issue has been 
announced. For the first 
time, we request authors 
t o  s u b m i t  t h e i r 
manuscript using our 
new established Open 
Journal System (OJS). 
F ina l ly ,  y e t  ve ry 
importantly, effort is put 
into making our web 
page easier to read and 
creating a blog to give 
students encouraging tips 

The EFPSA Board of 
Management (BM) held 
this mandateôs first week-
long meeting in the county 
of Jura, Switzerland. With 
BM members coming from 
Switzerland, Germany, the 
United Kingdom, Croatia 
and Poland, this provided a 
good opportunity to discuss 
topics of high importance 
and also complexity. The 
BM is convinced that long-
term planning throughout 

the mandates would help 
E F P S A  i m p r o v e 
coordination, prioritise 
efforts and discover new 
opportunities. This is the 
reason for the BM to take 
on the challenge of 
creating a strategic plan, 
which outlines various 
prospects and defines 
priorities for EFPSAôs mid 
a n d  l o n g - t e r m 
development. The task to 
e n s u r e  c o n t i n u i t y 

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
forthcoming mandates is 
challenging, especially 
facing a yearly turnover of 
both the Executive Board 
(EB)  and  Member 
Representatives (MRs). 
Each BM will address 
these issues by considering 
all EFPSA affiliatesô 
opinions to ensure a broad 
acceptance of the plan. 

Further discussions were 
held about structural 
challenges present to our 
organisation. With the 
increasing number of 
events, services and people 
involved with EFPSA, 
t h e r e  h a s  b e e n 
tremendous changes in 
recent years with the 
underlying structure 
remaining relatively the 

same. The BM used this 
meeting in a reflective 
manner by questioning 
EFPSAôs structure from a 
broader perspective.  
In addition, the BM also 
seized the opportunity to 
consider having a second 
large congress with a 
strict scientific focus. 
This would mark a 
milestone in the history 
of EFPSA and will be 
discussed and decided 
with the Member 
Representatives in the 
upcoming mon ths . 
Further discussions were 
h e l d  a b o u t  t h e 
implementation of an 
improv ed  in tern a l 
communication tool to 
ensure better knowledge 
storage and transfer of 
documents and files. In 
conclusion, this meeting 
set the óEFPSA big goalsô 
for the rest of the 
mandate, and the BM is 
excited to put the plans 
into action.  
  

ñThe BM is 
convinced that 
long-term 
planning 
throughout the 
mandates would 
help improve 
coordination, 
prioritize efforts 
and discover new 
opportunities.ò  

The Board of Management with  former EFPSA president Sven Gross  


